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courage in a play perhaps as well as in a story;
but suppose you want to show how some heredi'
tary taint destroys your hero's courage in the
dark, it would be difficult for you to represent it
in a drama. The modern story is manifestly a far
more complex form of art than even a play and
preface combined of Bernard Shaw. And if he
puts his prefaces on the stage, we should all need
long cushioned seats and pillows.

But still I have not proved that short stories
are better than long ones. Go to thought and ask
yourselves which are the unforgettable stories of
the world: I would rather have written Wells1
"The Country of the Blind" full of faults as I
think it, than any novel in English save "Robin"
son Crusoe" or "Tom Jones" or "Vanity Fair" or
"The Cloister and the Hearth.11 Bret Harte's LlThe
Outcasts of Poker Flat" will, I believe, live and
be read when all Richardson and Dickens are
whelmed in oblivion. Mrs. Gaskell wrote excel'
lent novels and so did Jane Austen; but I prefer
"Manon Lescaut" to all of them put together and
I firmly believe that Tolstoi's "Cossacks" and
"Ivan Ilytch" are finer than the interminable
"War and Peace" or even "Anna Kerenina."
The seduction in "Resurrection" lives with me
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